Honoring a
Legend
Hans Wittenburg recognized for
dedication to the breed.
by Chel Terrell

“Mr. Beefmaster Futurity” has added
another honor to his list of accolades. Only
this time, Hans Wittenburg did not receive
an award for consigning a top Beefmaster
lot to another futurity event – a feat he has
repeated nearly 70 times since he began raising
Beefmasters. Instead, he is the recipient of
the prestigious Live Oak Beefmaster Breeders
Association Legend Award for 2011, which
will be presented to him during the satellite’s
annual bull sale this month in Three Rivers,
Texas.
The list of past recipients of this award
reads like a “who’s who” of the Live Oak
Beefmaster family – Walker White, J.B. Kolb,
Joe Yarbro, Jack Dunn, Joe Hendricks, to name
a few. Wittenburg’s addition to their ranks
is fitting. He has been a member of the Live
Oak BBA since 1973 and has consigned cattle
to their sales since the satellite’s inception,
and has won numerous awards at Live Oak’s
graded sales and futurities.
“Hans has been an asset to the Beefmaster
breed and to Live Oak BBA for many years,”
said Rocky Carrillo, past Live Oak BBA
president. “He is one of Live Oak BBA’s
members who, through the years, has been
involved within all aspects of the association.
Whether he is buying or selling cattle at a Live
Oak BBA sale, many members look to him to
guide them in their selection.
“Hans’ eye for quality cattle is second to

none. He always brings his top
cattle to Live Oak BBA, and
generally has the high selling lots.
Raising top-quality cattle year
after year is but one reason why
Hans is qualified to be a legend.
Sharing the knowledge with
members of Live Oak BBA is the
other.”
“I really want to thank the
Live Oak board for this special
honor,” Wittenburg said. “They do
an excellent job with their sales
and support of the breed, and I’m
very proud to be a part of their
group.”

Sold on Beefmasters

As a young man fresh out
of Texas A&M University 1950
with an animal science degree,
Wittenburg went to work for
Green Valley Cattle Co. in San
Marcos, Texas. The company
owned an auction facility, feed
store, ran registered Herefords,
and had a feedlot where they fed
10,000 cattle per year. Wittenburg
was in charge of the feedlot’s mill
for two years. During this time,
he saw his first Beefmaster cattle,
and their performance made a
memorable impression on him.
“A producer from South
Texas had a group of Beefmaster
heifers that he wanted to retain
and feed out at the feedyard,”
Wittenburg said. “They gained on
a maintenance ration just as well
as the steers, and I remembered
that when I decided to get into the
Beefmaster breed.”
The draft board came calling
shortly thereafter, and Wittenburg
enlisted and served his country for
several years. After his military
service ended, Wittenburg moved
to Edna, Texas, with is wife Mary
Ann and went to work with her
father who owned a John Deere
implement business. His venture
into raising cattle began shortly
thereafter with a commercial herd.
After acquiring additional land,
Wittenburg sold his commercial
cattle and purchased his first
Beefmasters at a sale in Alice,
Texas, in 1968.
“We chose Beefmasters and
have stayed in the purebred
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term on the Board. He has been a
member or served as chairman of
nearly every BBU committee, and
has been a member of every BBU
satellite.
Wittenburg has also received
numerous accolades for his
commitment to the breed over
the years. He was inducted into
the BBU Hall of Fame in 2003,
received the BBU Breeder of the
Year Award in 1983 and was
presented the Junior Beefmaster
Breeders Association Lifetime
Booster Club Member honor in
1999. He has also received a
Lifetime Member distinction from
the South Texas BBA.
Wittenburg’s dedication to
the breed and its future extends
to other Beefmaster breeders as
well. He has counseled numerous
new BBU members and offered
welcomed advice on breeding and
marketing Beefmasters. He has
also been a long-time participant
in BBU’s Weights and Measures
Program and has been recognized
as a Merit Breeder. His breeding
program is acknowledged at
each BBU Convention as having
several animals recognized with
Pacesetter/Typesetter status, an
accomplishment that fills him
with pride. In fact, Wittenburg
owned one of the first bulls to be
recognized with this distinction,
Speck.
Wittenburg is also
affectionately known as “Mr.
Beefmaster Futurity” due to the
number of champion top-quality
Beefmasters he has produced over
the years.
“Since getting into the
Beefmaster business, we’ve won
probably 68 different futurity

classes with our
cattle,” he said.
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female, grand
champion 3-n1 and reserve
champion bred
heifer honors.
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